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Film Festival returns to Vaughan in April

By Celia Commisso

The Vaughan Film
Festival (VFF) is return-
ing to the city in April.

The official event
launch took place on
Nov. 25 at the Prom-
enade Shopping Centre
and was hosted by Rick
Campanelli of Enter-

tainment Tonight Cana-
da.

At the launch, guests
were given the details
about the wupcoming
event and how to enter a
film in the festival.

The festival is a non-
profit organization that
highlights international
talent of filmmakers
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The Vaughan Film Festival launch was hosted by Rick
Campanelli, host of Entertainment Tonight Canada.
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with a Vaughan founda-
tion.

The goal of the fes-
tival is to give aspiring
filmmakers an oppor-
tunity to expose their
talent. It also serves to
showcase up and coming
talent in the community.

Last year’s award-
winning film Curfew
was made into an of-
ficial motion picture
movie.

The festival 2014 fes-
tival is expected to be
even bigger and better
than ever before.

Antonio Ienco, co-
founder of the Vaughan
Film Festival, spoke
about how he is plan-
ning to build a recog-
nizable festival known
around the world.

“After last year’s
event we struck a chord
with the arts commu-
nity,” said Ienco, add-
ing this is what inspired
organizers to start the
school initiative.

The school initia-
tive invites students in
high school to create
a 10-minute film and
have their peers vote on
which is the best rep-
resentative of the high
school. The film chosen
from each school will be
played at the festivals
screen on April 2. All
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submissions must be
received by January 31
and will be judged for
originality, creativity,
acting, cinematography,
etc. The winner of the
short film submission
will be presented with
an award of excellence,
as well as, being put in
contact with industry
professionals.

The submission of
artwork has also been
included as part of the
2014 festival as well as
short films. Another
addition to the 2014
Vaughan Film Festi-
val is the building of a
six-foot structure. Each
high school in Vaughan
is invited compete in
this contest and the
winner will have their
structure displayed at
the Colossus Vaughan
Cinema.

The screening of the
artwork and films will
take place on April 2
and 3. The VFF awards
will be held on April 4,
hosted by Rick Campan-
elli with guest appear-
ances by Carla Collins,
Andrew Jackson and

The official launch for the Vaughan Film Festival was held
Nov. 25 at Promenade Shopping Centre. Antonio lenco,
co-founder of the Vaughan Film Festival, informed the
crowd about the upcoming festival at the launch.

Fatima Placek.

The competition and
talent is extremely high
and the 2014 Vaughan
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Film Festival is expect-
ed to have an even better
turn out.

Chanukah celebrated
at Chabad@Flamingo

By Gila Martow

There was a lot to cel-
ebrate at the Chanukah
party at Chabad@Fla-
mingo on the evening of
Saturday, Nov. 30.

A lively kids carnival
with jumping castles,
arts and crafts, music
and cotton candy en-
tertained the children.
Across the hall from the
carnival was the main
event, where members
of the community cel-
ebrated another expan-
sion of the popular syn-
agogue in Thornhill.

The Honorable Ju-
lian Fantino, Minister
of Veterans Affairs, was
the guest of honour at
the well-attended event.
The Member of Parlia-
ment for the Vaughan
riding in the western
part of the City of
Vaughan was in atten-
dance to present Rabbi
Mendel Kaplan with the
Queen Diamond Jubilee
Medal for community
service.

In addition to his
outreach as Rabbi of
a large congregation,
Kaplan also serves as
one of eight volunteer
chaplains with the York
Region Police (YRP) de-
partment. In his capac-
ity as chaplain, Kaplan
helps train YRP officers
to better serve the needs
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Jennifer Stark brought her children Jacob, 6 (middle),
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Benny, 4 (right) and their friend Natan Rotman, 6 (left)
to the Chabad@Flamingo Chanukah celebration.

of the Jewish communi-
ty while also providing
religious and spiritual
support.

Thornhill resident
Andre Setton was one of
many proud synagogue
members to see the rab-
bi receive such an hon-
our.
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“Mazel tov to our
beloved Rabbi Mendel
Kaplan on receiving
the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee medal,” said an
excited Setton. “We are
all so proud of you and
know it is extremely
well deserved.”



